
INFORMATIONAL BRIEFING
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY &

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
January 29, 2025

Kai Luke, Community Advocate
Cannabis Society of Hawai’i (CSoH) Member



Transparency Statement
Funding Sources: I have no external funding sources to disclose
for this presentation.
Industry Affiliations: I do not receive funding from the
pharmaceutical, alcohol, or tobacco industries.
Organizational Stance: This testimony reflects my personal views
and does not constitute an official position of the Cannabis
Society of Hawai'i.
State-Level Regulatory Work: While the presentation may touch
upon regulatory developments in other states, it does not imply
endorsement of these policies by the Cannabis Society of Hawai'i.



Cannabis Society of Hawai’i Overview 
A nonpartisan community group based in
Hawai’i.
Not a political or lobbying group. 
Project from the University of Hawaiʻi
Community Colleges’ Good Jobs Hawaiʻi
initiative 2020
Organized Medical Cannabis Day at the
Capitol, June 14, 2024
Primary focus is bringing community
together by sharing information, education,
and perspective.



Personal History
Born and Raised in Hawai’i
DARE Graduate
Kamehameha Explorations Participant
OHA Entrepreneurship Program Participant for Hemp 2005
UH Cannabis Research Study Participant at Queens Medical
Center
Hawai’i Medical Cannabis 329 Program Patient
CBD Distribution 2015
Worked in Licensed Medical Dispensary in Hawai’i 2017-
2020
Contracted to Open Medical Dispensary in Lake of the
Ozarks, MO 2021
“Best Dispensary” awarded by Missouri Magazine 2022 and
2023
Went through ballot process and transition from Medical to
Dual-Use
Biotrack Experience / METRC Certified



Cannabis History
1741 The Garderners Dictionary

1842 Ka Nonanona, Hawaiian Newspaper 

1988 Endocannabinoid System Discovered

1998 US Patent 6630507B1 “Cannabinoids as
Antioxidants and Neuroprotectants” by DoH

2000 Ben Cayetano Medical Marijuana Act,

the first State Legislature in U.S. History

2017 First Medical Dispensary opens in Hawai’i

2025 Present Day



Workforce Development , College Training, Community Service



Roadbumps (Roadblock + Speedbumps)
Federal Position
Reefer Madness
Perpetuation of Propaganda
Law Enforcement Education
Fear, Stigma, Miseducation
Bureaucratic Red Tape
Legislative Process
Over Regulation
High Barrier to Entry
Public Trust
Community Engagement and Cooperation
Void of Legacy Farmers, Indigenous Communities and Minorities
No clear way for Local Participation and Opportunities



Accommodations



Future Vision
Accessible Medicine 
Public Education 
Legal Protections
Safe Spaces
DEI
Expediated Licensing Programs for Native
Hawaiians
Protections for Land and Agriculture
Local Lending Institutions or Programs
Equity Programs / Technical Assistance
Prioritize Indigenous Growers
Incentives for small locally owned farms
Special Insurance Considerations
Focus on Hemp Homes
Cannabis Research Center
Cultural Recognition / Landback
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